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BEFORE TEE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

In the Matter of 1 

American Eco Corp. 1 
1 MUR 4530 

-r. .:.-.:.- -. CONCILIATION AGREEMENT 5. :. :*-* 

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission (“Commission”), pursuant 

to infbnnation ascertm . ed in the n o d  course of carrying out its supervisow’responsibilitiw. . 

The Commission found probable cause to believe that American Eco Corp. (“Respondent”) 

violated 2 U.S.C. 0 441e(a). 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent, having duly entered into 

conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 0 437g(a)(4)(A)(i), do hereby agree as follows: 

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent and the subject matter of 

this proceeding. b; 

II. Respondent has had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should 

be taken in this matter. 

III. Respondent enters voluntarily into this agreement with the Commission. 
I 

IV. The pertinent facti in this matter are as follows: 

1. American Eco Corp. is a Canadian corporation, with a number of U.S. 

subsidiaries. 

2. Michael McGinnis (“McGinnis”) is the President and CEO of American Eco 

cop. 



a 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Mark White ("White") is a fbrmcr g m m o r  of Texas and was, at the time 

relevant to this matter, Chair OfRespondent's Board 0fDkctors. 

Ben Barnes ("Barnes") is a hmer Lt. &vemor of Texas and an 

a q u a i ~ O f M c G i n n i k  

Foreign nationals are prohibited h m  contrhting money, or anything of 

value, to a candidate br any politid..@i.a including Federal, Sate, or 

U.S.C. 0 441e(a) and 11 C.F.R 0 110.qa). 

The Democratic National Committee ("DNC") invited White to a "Texas 

Presidential Gala". White conveyed the invitation to McGinnia, who 

'. 

decided to make a contribution in .support of the Gala. The Sl0,OOO 

contribution, made on June 21,1996, was drawn on Respondent's account.' 

Barnes solicited McGinnis to make a contribution to the Califbrnia 

Democratic Party. Respondent contributed S40,OOO to the Calihmia 

Democratic Party on October 7, 1996. The contribution was drawn on 
i t  

V. Respondent, a fbreign national, made contributions to the DNC and the Califbrnia 

Democratic Party totaling SS0,OOO. Consequently, Respondent's contributions 

violated ZU.S~C. 5 Ule(a). 

I 

VI. Respondent will pay a civil penalty to the Federal Election Commission in the 

amount of Forty Thousand dollars ($40,000), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Q 

437g(a)( SXA). 
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I .VIL The Respondent undedces and agrees that at the Commission's written request, 

on reasonable notice and without senice. of a subpoena, the Respondent will 

produce documents to the Commission staff, make its employees available fbr 

depositions and inteniewa by the Commission staff, and its employees shall 

testQ t r u W l y  at any Commission aepositin and at any judicial proceeding 

during the pendency of this and' related matten under review and at any judicial 

'. 
relatedmattersunderrevim. 

Vm. The bmmission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C. 8 

437g(aX1) d n g  the matters at issue herein or on its own'motion, may 

revim compliance with this agreement. E the Commission Mieves that this 

agreement or any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil 

action fbr relief in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia. 

IX This agreement shall become effective as of the date that all par& hereto have 

executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement. 
cr 

X Respondent shall have no more than 30 days h m  the date this agreement 

becomes effective to comply with and implement the requirement contained in 

this agreement and to so notie the Commission. 

This Conciliatkn Agreement constitutes the entire agreement betweem the parties 
I . . '  

XI. 

on the matters raised herein, and no other statement, promise, or agreement, either 

written or oral, made by either party or by agents of either party, that is not 

contained in this written agreement shall be entbrceable. 
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